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Farmland I-DSt 319 acres lost per day

between 2016 and 2021 in

According to Statistics -
Ontario
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We are quickly losing Oxford farmland



Oxford Farmland
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Oxford County’s agriculture industry Is
dN eConomic powernouse

Over 2000 farms producing a great diversity of farm products

We have the highest non-greenhouse
agrifood value chain GDP per area of any
county In Ontario



Fconomic impact of the agri-food value

chain (farm, food manufacturing and retail
in Oxford County, 2021

$2.09 Billion
employing 39,461
WOrkers




Population Growth vs. Density




50 what can he done/

We need to ensure we
nave the land In
Oxford to grow food
for today and for future
generations.




The County of Oxford has recently completed
Phase 1 of its Ofpicial Plan review, which focused
on updates to the Agricultural Palicies.



- The County’s agricultural policies apply to lands located
putside of designated settlements

- This is 8/7% of the County’s tatal land area

- These policies are important to ensure the County's
land resources are sustainably managed and protected
long term



HOWEVER, the plan’s agricultural policies are NOT ENOUGH.

Future amendments to the official plan still put Oxford’s farmland at risk!
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From 2000 to 2017, amendments to Ontario official plans led to
the loss of /2,196 acres of prime farmland

W. J. Caldwell et al. (2022)




Farmland pratection and growth management are two
sides of the same coin.



There is a need for urgent action on growth management in Oxford County.

“The County is committed to regularly reviewing
and, where necessary, updating its Official Plan
policies to ensure they remain current, consistent
with Provincial legislation and policies, and
reflective of local planning principles and
phjectives as the community continues to grow
and change.”




Maintaining the farmlands
and environmentally
sensitive [ands can be a
source of pride for our
community.

Agriculture is bath Oxford’s past and future.



Spaces can he liveable and affordable within fixed urban
boundaries.



Hold the Line Waterloo Region
Broadly Supported in the Waterloo Region

“Six reasons we hold the line: local food and
agriculture, safe drinking water, compact lively
neighhourhoods, affordable housing for all, sustainable holdthel,

transportation, financial responsibility” ine

With smart planning, the land within our
countryside boundary should last us hundreds of
years while welcoming a growing, thriving
population in our cities and villages.




Schneiders’ Residential Development Project in Waterloo Region

une 2023
(itchener Council grants final approval to

mixed-use project that will now have nearly 4000
units on the 10 hectares (25 acres). The project
will include commercial and office space, parkland
and a multi-use trail.

y

“When the building was torn down, | remember the community saying ‘please don't get this wrong'.
| think we knocked it out of the park.”
Ward 1 Councillor Scatt Davey



Residential sprawl does NOT create affordable homes or efficient use
of municipal Infrastructure. [t is the building of the past, does nat
pratect the natural environment, and is nat carbon friendly.

Furthermore, it is a threat to Oxford's agrifood industry.



We ask that the County design land use policies to encourage
intensification and density in the County’s urban centres.

This could include an update to the official plan to have greater
intensification and density targets for all Oxford settlements.



THANK YOU!
Questions?

Hans van Lith  hvanlithl4@gmail.com

Valerie Hobbs  vahobbs@gmail.com
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